
 

 

Town of Bar Harbor: 
Covid Update 

 

 Mask.   Distance.   Wash Hands.   Repeat.  

September 24, 2020 ​/ 4 pm  / Town Manager’s Office 

The Governor’s mandate requires Maine people to wear cloth face coverings in public places 
where physical distancing is difficult to maintain, as recommended by the US CDC.   

The Mills Administration announced yesterday that, effective immediately, travelers from 
Massachusetts are exempt from the requirement to get a negative COVID-19 test or quarantine 
for 14 days.  

 The decision comes after the latest review of public health information by the Maine 
Department of Health and Human Services and Maine Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, which determined that Massachusetts now resembles exempt states like 
Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey in its COVID-19 prevalence and positivity rate.  

Maine’s quarantine or testing alternative requirement, as established by the​ ​Keep Maine 
Healthy Plan​, has helped protect the health and safety of Maine people since its implementation 
over three months ago, and been replicated by numerous other states since then, including 
Massachusetts. This change includes Maine residents who may be traveling back to Maine from 
Massachusetts after visits for services such as health care. 

 

Town Manager Question of the Week: 

Q: I heard that we had a positive Covid 19 case in Bar Harbor, can you tell me about that? 

A:  There was a positive Covid -19 test last week at the MDI hospital that was confirmed to be a 
Bar Harbor resident.   During the Covid-19 Downeast Task Force meeting, the hospital said the 
community should not be concerned, but are reluctant to say too much because of privacy 
issues.   Dr. JR Krevans said, “If you have not heard from the CDC by now you should have 
nothing to worry about.”.  Dr. Julian Kuffler added, “Everything worked the way it was supposed 
to work with a positive test; cooperation among agencies, contact tracing, patient care and it 
appears to be contained.”   He cautioned that you don't want people to be unwilling to come 
forward with symptoms because they are afraid of the public's reaction. 

Currently,  the hospital is working on putting out a statement. 

Other news- COA has done 880 covid tests on staff, faculty and students.  Only one test was 
positive but that was a student who was positive in April and is still giving off antibodies. This 
person has completely recovered from the virus.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vNncLshHBdvnx1Mc0GAjMNgMzoKFovl5WS3LXWreOA4Zp3blZsreC8hUvaPRMSul6_zkjbP---G0iL5IRwaz6Od2CGYzvchhWj6bHJHseTv5jiErhbT8GkHX5HXuhiW2a2Ndn4l6dWG_y5wbb8q87MaiL_RbDtJTMc1AX4DXfYMRKryFYEAogboK9mQCB5twsViQUUZDXKMUUN3e_83cgXPOVEO0ivd2V7dFzfnJL3QSgP3-PcBP-ZKSkbQOnIjaoAzN8_K6oj7Ih_O790HQotxa5l9mfH0kX5kufCUe6sqn4HN7xKZ-bPuS9sNEPbVc83IAe6foKhtWMEEgDmX0-0cBr82SoDHAjHM-cJoeNKQKG0BSSp1kejmIuhd8AA-v8o8LFhQx9-B07vjxAyWhcWEttDTbJ4MZWqsZh18wpkx7QOoSORfkw_xMAYMxVYm7QC11ybwzhT3OsZhSZObSyzhN2Yet2_mhzTYY5xvO1xibuN7ygDmChPY7vy7CaNF8p1mDD1nNx_QQcF0n-WNEuZlwYptzyQv7bhuGs3i1OaCAoIkS5vvwHAEthrMMkWMlMVpDd0uKUROJ3CsMTxOclY2taCO-vi7nLkyYHmbdzTM=&c=Z201sUr1oju7vfwctyFMaoUdDdfED1XVZLH_IUCwDubAQPk0VL6eUw==&ch=EZ5VgXm9hY34G6zT0IIb1uHhJWMqHmUQuGjqJHDIJVRFc6o0cnLLQg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vNncLshHBdvnx1Mc0GAjMNgMzoKFovl5WS3LXWreOA4Zp3blZsreC8hUvaPRMSul6_zkjbP---G0iL5IRwaz6Od2CGYzvchhWj6bHJHseTv5jiErhbT8GkHX5HXuhiW2a2Ndn4l6dWG_y5wbb8q87MaiL_RbDtJTMc1AX4DXfYMRKryFYEAogboK9mQCB5twsViQUUZDXKMUUN3e_83cgXPOVEO0ivd2V7dFzfnJL3QSgP3-PcBP-ZKSkbQOnIjaoAzN8_K6oj7Ih_O790HQotxa5l9mfH0kX5kufCUe6sqn4HN7xKZ-bPuS9sNEPbVc83IAe6foKhtWMEEgDmX0-0cBr82SoDHAjHM-cJoeNKQKG0BSSp1kejmIuhd8AA-v8o8LFhQx9-B07vjxAyWhcWEttDTbJ4MZWqsZh18wpkx7QOoSORfkw_xMAYMxVYm7QC11ybwzhT3OsZhSZObSyzhN2Yet2_mhzTYY5xvO1xibuN7ygDmChPY7vy7CaNF8p1mDD1nNx_QQcF0n-WNEuZlwYptzyQv7bhuGs3i1OaCAoIkS5vvwHAEthrMMkWMlMVpDd0uKUROJ3CsMTxOclY2taCO-vi7nLkyYHmbdzTM=&c=Z201sUr1oju7vfwctyFMaoUdDdfED1XVZLH_IUCwDubAQPk0VL6eUw==&ch=EZ5VgXm9hY34G6zT0IIb1uHhJWMqHmUQuGjqJHDIJVRFc6o0cnLLQg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vNncLshHBdvnx1Mc0GAjMNgMzoKFovl5WS3LXWreOA4Zp3blZsreC8hUvaPRMSul6_zkjbP---G0iL5IRwaz6Od2CGYzvchhWj6bHJHseTv5jiErhbT8GkHX5HXuhiW2a2Ndn4l6dWG_y5wbb8q87MaiL_RbDtJTMc1AX4DXfYMRKryFYEAogboK9mQCB5twsViQUUZDXKMUUN3e_83cgXPOVEO0ivd2V7dFzfnJL3QSgP3-PcBP-ZKSkbQOnIjaoAzN8_K6oj7Ih_O790HQotxa5l9mfH0kX5kufCUe6sqn4HN7xKZ-bPuS9sNEPbVc83IAe6foKhtWMEEgDmX0-0cBr82SoDHAjHM-cJoeNKQKG0BSSp1kejmIuhd8AA-v8o8LFhQx9-B07vjxAyWhcWEttDTbJ4MZWqsZh18wpkx7QOoSORfkw_xMAYMxVYm7QC11ybwzhT3OsZhSZObSyzhN2Yet2_mhzTYY5xvO1xibuN7ygDmChPY7vy7CaNF8p1mDD1nNx_QQcF0n-WNEuZlwYptzyQv7bhuGs3i1OaCAoIkS5vvwHAEthrMMkWMlMVpDd0uKUROJ3CsMTxOclY2taCO-vi7nLkyYHmbdzTM=&c=Z201sUr1oju7vfwctyFMaoUdDdfED1XVZLH_IUCwDubAQPk0VL6eUw==&ch=EZ5VgXm9hY34G6zT0IIb1uHhJWMqHmUQuGjqJHDIJVRFc6o0cnLLQg==
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The MDI Hospital Covid testing tent will come down on October 15th. 

Covid Transmission Update  
● MDI Hospital confirmed that they have had 10 positive tests to date.  

○ 5 Hancock County residents 
○ 5 (non-residents) 

● As of today 9/24/20, Maine CDC has confirmed 53 positive cases in Hancock County.  
● The current case rate for the State of Maine is 39 per 10k people 
● The current case rate for Hancock County is 9.7 per 10k people 

Maine Center for Disease Control 

Public Safety & Municipal News 
 

● Town Council meets next on 10/6 at 5 PM 
○ Can be viewed live at ​townhallstreams.com​ or on Spectrum Cable Channel 1303 

MDI Hospital 
MDI Hospital​ Coronavirus Call Center : ​If you are having symptoms or think you may have been 
exposed to COVID-19, call your primary care provider. If you do not have one, reach out to our 
Coronavirus Call Center at 207-801-5900. Calling ahead helps our dedicated health care 
professionals provide the best possible care and protects those in our community who are most 
vulnerable. Remember: ​PLEASE CALL AHEAD  

School Information: Conners Emerson & MDI High School 
● School Emails and Websites 

● http://www.mdirss.org/ 
● Latest email update from Principal Haney and MDI High School​ ​9/8 First Day of 

School Schedule 
● Latest email update from Conners Emerson School​ ​9/22  

■ Tiger Talk Newsletter : BACK TO SCHOOL EDITION 
● Latest email update from Superintendent Marc Gousse ​9/20 Update on voluntary 

staff testing 

Government News & Mandates 
Governor Mills: Latest Updates​ :  

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus.shtml
https://townhallstreams.com/
https://www.mdihospital.org/
http://www.mdirss.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OKDsYNtOgV0FI9xAcXwQvenOKLV0S2vBg1o5jtu5CrE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v3pgkG6Q-9S3gisuUIj4etPVDwgBKl4P00JBkvZr-kk/edit?usp=sharing
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/dVz9rulq8we8GZaVoB8UGA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhS3J8P0RFaHR0cHM6Ly9zaXRlcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL21kaXJzcy5vcmcvY29ubmVycy1lbWVyc29uLXNjaG9vbC9uZXdzbGV0dGVyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAR_w-al-CFCjyUhhiYXJoYXJib3JqZXdlbEBnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAE~
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fzeCbc8gpTSKmUaDoQH1Avx5PVl-h0reFphXrT1eUNA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/
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● To Protect the Health of Students and Staff, Governor Mills Announces Additional 
Financial Support for School Systems Across Maine​ ​9/23 

● PUC Announces Selections in Largest Procurement of Renewable Energy in Maine’s 
History Under Law Signed by Governor Mills 

● Governor Mills Announces Phase 2 of Maine Economic Recovery Grant Program 
Funding for Expanded Pool of Maine Businesses & Non-Profits 

● Governor Mills Signs Curtailment Order to Maintain Budget Stability Amid COVID-19 
Pandemic 

● With Deadline Approaching, Governor Mills Encourages Maine Small Businesses to Apply 
for Economic Recovery Grant Program  

Representative Brian Hubbell’s latest newsletter ​:  ​Scientific assessment of what is in store for 
Maine from climate change​ 9/14/20 

Other Government Resources: 
● Pandemic Unemployment Assistance  

● Maine Tourism Relief Fund​ : Apply for assistance beginning May 5 

● The Small Business Association​ Link to loan and grant forms: EIDL & PPP 

● CDC Guidelines 

● Maine CDC 

Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
If you have ideas that would help Bar Harbor businesses during this time, please email concepts 
to Chamber Director Alf Anderson: ​ ​alf@barharborinfo.com 

https://www.visitbarharbor.com/member-center-coronavirus-resources 

Community Resources 
● Healthy Acadia Newsletter​ ​9/22 
● Open Table MDI – Building Community, One Meal at a Time​ . 
● Jesup Memorial Library​ ​Interlibrary Loan is now active in Maine 
● Mount Desert 365 Resource Spreadsheet  
● Mount Desert Island Community Response  
● Bar Harbor Food Pantry 
● Help Request to MDI Community Helpers 

Ways to Help 

● MDI Nonprofit Alliance : Share Our Stimulus  
● MDI Community Helpers 
● Island Connections 

https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/protect-health-students-and-staff-governor-mills-announces-additional-financial-support-school
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/protect-health-students-and-staff-governor-mills-announces-additional-financial-support-school
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/puc-announces-selections-largest-procurement-renewable-energy-maines-history-under-law-signed
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/puc-announces-selections-largest-procurement-renewable-energy-maines-history-under-law-signed
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-announces-phase-2-maine-economic-recovery-grant-program-funding-expanded-pool
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-announces-phase-2-maine-economic-recovery-grant-program-funding-expanded-pool
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-signs-curtailment-order-maintain-budget-stability-amid-covid-19-pandemic-2020
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-signs-curtailment-order-maintain-budget-stability-amid-covid-19-pandemic-2020
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/deadline-approaching-governor-mills-encourages-maine-small-businesses-apply-economic-recovery
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/deadline-approaching-governor-mills-encourages-maine-small-businesses-apply-economic-recovery
http://www.rephubbell.com/
http://www.rephubbell.com/2020/09/14/scientific-assessment-of-what-is-in-store-for-maine-from-climate-change/
http://www.rephubbell.com/2020/09/14/scientific-assessment-of-what-is-in-store-for-maine-from-climate-change/
https://www.maine.gov/unemployment/pua/
https://www.mainetourism.com/maine-tourism-relief-fund/
https://www.sba.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus.shtml#news
mailto:alf@barharborinfo.com
https://www.visitbarharbor.com/member-center-coronavirus-resources
https://mailchi.mp/healthyacadia.org/september_22_2020?e=e6ccd2569f
https://mailchi.mp/healthyacadia.org/september_22_2020?e=e6ccd2569f
https://www.opentablemdi.org/
https://jesuplibrary.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1okAx6HSsgXZY9CGH07Dzi6rqe7a6m4dLCPKot2Li7Ek/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mdicr.org/
https://www.barharborfoodpantry.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZfu0tCcthHc9oL7tPomVRdniYiE7nbT_kkK9iCSRgqDhOvQ/viewform
https://sites.google.com/mdina.org/public/sos-mdi?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_CJUFdVvwJkmymWRqUeK8bx3m7n4uSOuUPYHqXSAyH2DBoQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR25hjnWGhnMP0lOWMcBPRBumhtQCJGZO4hlk-T-VjNGZljL1kVX5pWrL6U
http://islconnections.org/contact-us/
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Acadia National Park 
● See latest alert from ANP​ : ​Current Conditions | Park Campgrounds will remain closed 

for the 2020 season.  
● Vehicle Reservations will be required from ​10/1-10/18​ Click for more information 

Land & Garden Preserve 
Land & Garden Preserve​. 

Mental Health 
National Alliance on Mental Illness Maine 

Maine DHHS - Hotlines/Crisis Numbers 

Crisis Services 

Island Explorer 
Downeast Transportation, in consultation with its partners, has decided to indefinitely postpone 
Island Explorer bus system service for 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

For more information or to add to this resource page, please email: nina@barharbormaine.gov 

https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/conditions.htm
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/vehicle_reservations.htm
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/vehicle_reservations.htm
https://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/vehicle_reservations.htm
https://www.gardenpreserve.org/
https://www.namimaine.org/
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/hotlines.shtml
https://www.sweetser.org/programs-services/services-for-adults/crisis-services/

