
November 2, 2021 
Land Use
Ordinance 
Amendments:
Å Signage
Å Short-Term Rentals
Å Solar Photovoltaic Systems
Å Bonus Dwelling Units
Å Nonconformity
Å Accessory Dwelling Units

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
SESSION

TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 2021 @ 6 PM



PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION

Agenda

u Purpose

u What happens next  

u Signage ñ presentation and Q&A

u Short-Term Rentals ñ presentation and Q&A

u Solar Photovoltaic Systems ñ presentation and Q&A

u Bonus Dwelling Units ñ presentation and Q&A

u Nonconformity ñ presentation and Q&A

u Accessory Dwelling Units ñ presentation and Q&A



PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION

Purpose

uPresent the six amendments that are in the pipeline for the 

November 2, 2021 ballot vote

uAnswer questions on the six amendments

uExplain what happens next and the upcoming opportunities 

to make comment



PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION

What Happens Next

Who/What When

Panning Board holds public hearings July 7, 2021

Town Council holds public hearings and makes 

recommendations to adopt/reject

August 17, 2021

Planning Board recommends to adopt or reject September 1, 2021

Warrant Committee recommends to adopt or reject By September 1, 2021 

Vote November 2, 2021

* Some of these dates are subject to change



SIGNAGE

Shall an ordinance, dated June 2, 2021, and 

entitled òSignage;ó be enacted?



SIGNAGE

Defining neon signs, wall sign size calculation

u Addition to §125-109:

× Creates òSign, Neonó as a new type of 

internally illuminated sign.

×Already referenced in Land Use 

Ordinance but not defined at present, 

good to add

× Type of signage that already exists in 

town

× Definition includes òsigns intended to 

simulate the appearance of neon signage,ó 

as faux neon signs (illuminated by LED but 

made to look like neon) are increasing in 

popularity.

u Addition to §125-167 BB. (5) (f):

× Changes maximum area of wall 

sign from 10% of wall area to 10% 

of facade.

×Wall area not defined in LUO, 

whereas façade already is

×Easier for everyone (board, 

staff and applicants) to 

calculate

https://ecode360.com/31294335
https://ecode360.com/13550150


u Changes to §125-109, òSign, Internally 

Illuminatedó:

× Creates òE. Type 5; Push-Through Lettering,ó 

as well as two subtypes, 5 -A and 5 -B, based 

on translucent face and opaque 

background ratio

× This is a type of sign the Design Review 

Board has started to see, and wants to make 

sure it is regulated as other types of internally 
illuminated signs already are.

× Separately, adds clear headers for subtypes 

2-A and 2 -B under òB. Type 2; Cabinet With 

Light Limiting Faceó

SIGNAGE

Creating and defining òpush-through letteringó

https://ecode360.com/31294332
https://ecode360.com/31294333


SIGNAGE

Prohibit halo signs town -wide

u Change to §125-67 BB. (3) (h):

× Corrects a typo (changing Type 2 to Type 3, which 

was what was meant and intended originally)

× Adds Type 4 (Halo signs) to list of signs prohibited in 

all districts

× Halo signs (also known as reverse lit channel letter 

signs) are already defined in ordinance. They use 

light shining back on the mounting surface or on the 

sides of the sign to òcast a halo-like glowó.

× Feeling among Design Review Board members such 

signs would not be in keeping with the character of 

Bar Harbor (see §125-110 D. and E.) 

https://ecode360.com/8375191
https://ecode360.com/8376384


u LUO now (§125-67 BB. (3) (i)) prohibits Type 2 -B 
signs (cabinet w/ light limiting face) everywhere 
except for lots with frontage on Route 3 or Route 
102.

u Amendment would add reference to Type 5 -B 
signs (newly defined push -through lettering) in 
that section, to match existing prohibitions for 
Type 2-B.

u Would limit prohibition to w/in DRB overlay and 
allow such signs on lots w/ frontage on Route 3, 
Route 102 or Route 233.

u Would specifically prohibit such signs on Route 3 
from Eddie Brook in the north to Cromwell Brook in 
the south (next slide)

SIGNAGE

Prohibition types of cabinet signs 

from certain areas of town

Cabinet sign being 

fabricated

https://ecode360.com/31294327


SIGNAGE

Why Eddie Brook to Cromwell Brook?

�´�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�µ���V�L�J�Q���D�W
Cromwell Brook

�´�9�L�O�O�D�J�H�µ���V�L�J�Q���D�W���(�G�G�L�H��
Brook (West/Eden Sts.)

u Fixed, geographic features 

not subject to change over 

time (a la street names/#s or 

zoning district boundaries)

u Directly aligns with already 

established and identified 

Village area of Bar Harbor


